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Nomination  Package  Requirements

1. Cover  of  Nomination  packet  (front  page)

Name  of  Nominee

Hi Resolution  P[iato  of  Nominee

The  Norriin.a.tor  and  relation

Date  submitted

2. Years  of  Community  and  Agriculture  See

Please  list  no mor'e  than  twerity  (2O) organizations  and  services  the  Nominee  ['ias participated  in to

eriharice  our  agricu!ture  commuriity.  (E.g. commissions,  associatior+s,  cominunity  service,  volunteer

activities  and  events,  etc.)

3. Bnef  Bio of  Nominee

Please  provide  (1-2 pages)  of background  Onforniatioi'i  profiling  the Nominee's  fami!y  history  and

childhood  experiences,  including  tlie  geographic  regfon  of Nominee's  upbringing.  Be sure  to emphasize

any  and  all  charactertrafts  and  attributes  uniqu:e  to  the  Norninee  anct discus.s  personal  interests  a.nd values

that  would  help  create  a Nominee  sir:)nature  story.  As the  N'ominator,  it is [mperative  to include  your

persorial  sentiments  and. justification  to  support  the  selection  of  your  Nominee  :rito  the  Mid-Colutnbia

Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame.

4, Attachments  (not  to exceed  ten  (10) pages)

Please  provide  pliotos.,  newspape5  andi/or  magazine  c!ips,, inclividua.J  letters  of recognition  and  support,

special  awards,  event  photos  etc.
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Years  of  Community  and  Agricultural  Service

*  4-H:  Fred  volunteered  at the  auction  and  helped  with  the  construction  of  the  panels  in the

arena.  He has offered  his land  for  a 4-H  club  to  raise  pumpkins  for  fund  raising.

*  Construction  of  Little  League  Fields

*  Graduate  of  Washington  State  AgForestry  1997-1999

Brief  Biography  of  Nominee

Fred  Olberding  grew  up on Block  11  in Connell.  His parents  Paul  01berding  and  Sally  01berding  had a

cattle,  alfalfa  and  corn  farm  and  raised  their  6 children  to know  what  it means  to  work  diligently  and

serve  their  community.  Fred  has always  been  ambitious.  As a child  he spent  hours  farming  in the  dirt

with  his mother"s  spoons  making  straight  rows  for  his pretend  crops  and  watering  them  a Hi-C can.  This

same  ambition  led him  to raise  his own  herd  of  cattle  to pay  for  college  and  graduate  from  WSU  with  a

degree  in Ag Business.  After  working  for  Wilbur  Ellis,  he and  his brother  Allen  went  into  business

together  and  formed  L.C Farming  in 1980  and  01berding  Seed  in the  late  80's.  They  grew  potatoes  in

rotation  with  sweet  corn,  alfalfa,  and  timothy  hay  and  cut  their  own  potato  seed.  Over  the  years  they

received  several  top  potato  awards  from  McCain  foods,  Lamb  Weston,  and  Simplot.  Occasionally,  they

would  have  cows  graze  their  fields  and  one  year  they  met  the  demand  for  potatoes  by farming  in

Arizona  and  California.

As our  dad  it seemed  like  there  was  nothing  he could  not  do as we  watched  him  oversee  the  operations

of  LC farming  and  serve  at the  fair.  Fred  was  just  the  type  of  person  who  didn't  balk  at a challenge  and

would  figure  out  how  to solve  it. He welded  pig panels  for  the  fair  while  welding  around  the  farm.  He

experimented  with  growing  new  crops  such  as cucumbers  and  broccoli.  We  spent  time  on his lap in a

tractor  and  in his office  as he would  type  away  at his tape  calculator  with  hands  stained  with  grease  and

pvc  glue.  This  image  captures  who  Fred  is as a farmer,  an analytical  and  motivated  businessman  who

figures  out  how  to  solve  whatever  problem  comes  his way  all while  caring  for  his family  and  taking  time

to help  the  community.

Currently,  Fred  farms  potatoes,  sweet  corn  and  hay  with  his son Blake  Olberding  for  Cloud  9 Farms  and

spends  time  with  his grandkids  around  the  farm.  His love  of  farming  has resulted  in trying  to  farm  new

things  on the  side.  Most  recently  he grew  Indian  Corn  and  gave  his grandkids  a field  of  corn  and  a

challenge  to draw  the  best  maze.  Grandpa  Farmer  made  the  maze  a reality  and  kids  had  a blast  trekking

through  the  maze.  Small  fields  of  butternut  and  cabbage  have  fed  his family  and  friends  while  pumpkins

have  created  an income  for  a 4-H  group  and  provided  free  field  trips  for  students.  Instead  of  opting  for  a

streamlined  hay  and  potato  crop,  Fred  has chosen  to plant  sweet  corn  which  has provided  highschoolers

and  his grandkids  an opportunity  to earn  money.  When  he plants  sweet  corn  he is planting  the  seed  of  a

strong  work  ethic  and  how  to  run  a business  in the  hearts  and minds  of  these  kids.  He also  donates  a

portion  of  his sweet  corn  profit  to benefit  Partner  Haiti,  a locally  ran mission.  In keeping  step  with  his

upbringing,  Fred  likes  to have  cows  from  time  to  time  which  has provided  his family  and  opportunity  to

learn  and  work  cattle.
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