The riid-Columbia Agriculture Hedl of Fame vwas formed in Yeor 2000 to egognize ond nonor
distinguished individuals that have mads signifizant contributions te tee agric situral commnits
in the Greater Franklin County regicn and ifs immediafe sareunding areas clthaugh neminess
frem neighlocring counties of Franklin County within & 1 50-mile radius are often giso considersq
for this prastigious cward,

The Pasco Chomber Board has proudly erected o Selection Cammittes comprised of ity

indivicdualk representative of cur agricusfiure industry and has crarfered them with the Fonarble

Yask of reviewing all nominalior submittals, Incucton candidates are setected boted on their

outstanding performance in the agriculfure indusirg ard ther bounfiul suppart of the local and ;
rural communities. Candidotes e recognizest by thelr peers for no® onby thedr dedizatior,
penerosity, and selflessness, but also their demamfrates achievements, noteviorty expartise, i
and creative innovations thet often provizie o legooy of irmpactfut rasults and kesfing benefit
the overall enhancement of the local cgrcultural industry ang commuonity at large, Farrmars,
growars, ranchers, and ewinersfempicyess of agribusiness firrs am all sligitie for nominaton s I
eifher individualy cnd/or fomiiss,

The Ag Hal of Fame incluctions will e presentest ot o special gaio Lanuary 18, 2023 of tre Pasco
Red Lon. Deadline for Appiication is November 1, 2022,

Mid-Columbia Agriculture Holt of Fame Intent to Neminagte
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Nomination Package Requirements

1. Cover of Nomination packet (front page)

Name of Nominee

Hi Resolution Photo of Nominee
The Nominator and relation
Date submitted

2. Years of Community and Agriculture Service

Please list no more than twenty (20) organizations and services the Nominee has participated in to
enhance our agriculture community. (E.g. commissions, assaciations, community service, volunteer
activities and events, etc.)

3. Brief Bio of Nominee

Please provide (1-2 pages) of background information profiling the Nominee’s family history and
childhood experiences, including the geographic region of Nominee's upbringing. Be sure to emphasize
any and all character traits and attributes unigue to the Nominee and discuss personal interests and values
that would help create a Nominee signature story. As the Nominator, it is Imperative to include your
personal sentiments and justification to suppert the selection of your Nominee into the Mid-Columbia
Agriculture Hall of Fame.

4. Attachments (not fo exceed ten (10) pages)

Please provide photos, newspaper, and/or magazine clips, individual letters of recagnition and support,
special awards, event photos etc.

Upon request, the Chamber will provide a guideline io serve as a framework
to assist you with the development of your submittal, as well as writing and
editing resources. It is important that the nomination process remain
streamiined, easy, and enjoyable.

Return completed nomination form:
Pasco Chamber of Commerce
1110 Osprey Pointe Bivd, Suite 101
Pasco, WA 99301







Years of Community and Agricultural Service

¢ 4-H: Fred volunteered at the auction and helped with the construction of the panels in the
arena. He has offered his land for a 4-H club to raise pumpkins for fund raising.

e Construction of Little League Fields

s Graduate of Washington State AgForestry 1997-1999

Brief Biography of Nominee

Fred Otberding grew up on Block 11 in Connell. His parents Paul Olberding and Sally Olberding had a
cattle, alfalfa and corn farm and raised their 6 children to know what it means to work diligently and
serve their community. Fred has always been ambitious. As a child he spent hours farming in the dirt
with his mother’s spoons making straight rows for his pretend crops and watering them a Hi-C can. This
same ambition led him to raise his own herd of cattle to pay for college and graduate from WSU with a
degree in Ag Business. After working for Wilbur Ellis, he and his brother Allen went into business
together and formed L.C Farming in 1980 and Olberding Seed in the late 80's. They grew potatoes in
rotation with sweet corn, alfalfa, and timothy hay and cut their own potato seed. Over the years they
received several top potato awards from McCain foods, Lamb Weston, and Simplot. Occasionally, they
would have cows graze their fields and one year they met the demand for potatoes by farming in
Arizona and California.

As our dad it seemed like there was nothing he could not do as we watched him oversee the operations
of LC farming and serve at the fair. Fred was just the type of person who didn’t balk at a challenge and
would figure out how to solve it. He welded pig panels for the fair while welding around the farm. He
experimented with growing new crops such as cucumbers and broccoli. We spent time on hislap ina
tractor and in his office as he would type away at his tape calculator with hands stained with grease and
pvc glue. This image captures who Fred is as a farmer, an analytical and motivated businessman who
figures out how to solve whatever problem comes his way all while caring for his family and taking time
to help the community.

Currently, Fred farms potatoes, sweet corn and hay with his son Blake Olberding for Cloud 9 Farms and
spends time with his grandlkids around the farm. His love of farming has resulted in trying to farm new
things on the side. Most recently he grew indian Corn and gave his grandkids a field of cornand a
challenge to draw the best maze. Grandpa Farmer made the maze a reality and kids had a blast trekking
through the maze. Small fields of butternut and cabbage have fed his family and friends while pumpkins
have created an income for a 4-H group and provided free field trips for students. Instead of opting far a
streamlined hay and potato crop, Fred has chosen to plant sweet corn which has provided highschoolers
and his grandkids an cpportunity to earn money. When he plants sweet corn he is planting the seed of a
strong work ethic and how to run a business in the hearts and minds of these kids. He also donates a
portion of his sweet corn profit to benefit Partner Haiti, a locally ran mission. In keeping step with his
upbringing, Fred likes to have cows from time to time which has pravided his family and opportunity to
learn and work cattle.
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Olberding
to Head NPC

Hlen Olberding, Pasco, Wadh . s
the aiew president of th
Porite Counail (NPC). He
replaced Chuck Guanerson, Ada. Minn,,
who completed the traditional onc.year
lenm
His elestion ok place during the

NPC's 327 Annual Mecting, Jan, 16:20,a1 |

the Catamann Resont in San Diego, Calif
At that same mecting Olberding also was
lonored with the Petato Man of the Year
Awadd, presented by Grower Magiane.

Oiberding 1 in his fourth vearof
service on the NPC Executive Commities.
He served ihee years as vice presudent
of environmental affairs and has been
athiliated wath the Council since beng
selocted 1o participate an its Young
Growers Progeem in 1958,

Ihe new president also has nine years.
of service on the Washington State
Potate Commission (WSPC), one year of
that as chairman and an sdditional year
s past chaimman. He served on the
WEPC from 1959 10 1995,

Involved ina Partnership

Oiberding farm with his brosher, Fred,
undes o partnership known as LC
Farming, nonh of Pasco on Glade Road
The two farm approximaiely 2,100
growang around 1,000 acees of potntoes
each year in sotation with sweel cozn,
alfalfa and timothy hay. Approxinately
700 acres of thew potatoes are carly
varieties, including S00 acees of
Shepodics and 200 acres of Rangees.
Thear tater varieties are Umatite and
Russet: thete usuatly are 150 acres of
cach.

Al of their potutoes are under

contrust with area processons, meluding
1 amabaWe: mpletand McCam
Allen was bom in Contell, Wash | iy
19335, and grew up on o cattle. com aml
alfalfa faem located batween Othello and
Connell. Adter completing high school in
1973, he spent the next iheee years

oI,

¢

& anag chemcourse it Colum.
bia Bastc College in Pasco. The program
focused on the femilizer and pesticade
side ef agricaiture, Stedents enrolled i
the program attended college dusing the
falbard winter and interned wath vanons
fertlizer companies dunmg the spring and
summer

Olberdang’s first jobs wercwith
American Fertilizer and P Tay
bothof Othello, He be

res Lo,

§ - Potato Country  Fetwuary 2001

hericats, P
a5 with Chet

he wasinvolved primanly with raw
product. Among his responsibaiitzes were
memtonnge potatocs 1 slorage.,

In 1980, Olherding and his brother,
Fred, tegan what has boen 3 life-fong
woskang relationship, custom haying at
Yee Flarbor Famas. aleny the Snake Raver,
cast of Pasgo, o 1981, they grow their
first grn crops L and then i
1982 plantesd and barvested their fisst
polate crop,

Many Ups and Downs
While the two are quack to admn

ey ve had their ups and downs ot

o, e 2000 potato crop was one

of tle best they can remember i teems of

yreld amd qualiny
What was unpswl

on says, 35 thit despiee the

vieldsthere were very fow intery
problems. Tt lways been the
cuse. The higher the yields, the larger the
perocntage of lubers wath piermal
defocts

The brothers zencrally begin planting
protatoes wond Mar T Wihile some of
their neighbers are i the felds a finle
carhicr, most of therr ground needs an
extta week o soto wirm up ad dry out,
they believe. Their planting scason
stretchies through mid-Apnl

The harvest scason Begms i ¢
July, anat from there contin
miss, throwugh mud-Ogtober, Allenadds
On the carly varictios, processors make
the catl on when diging begins and how




many ane harvested
A agiven ime. The
POl are
elivered directly
from the fickd

Harvesung of the
stofage crop begins
inmid-September
and 18 generally
wespped up within a
wonth. Half of the
Crop gecs o their own 8,000-ton
storage and the balanes direet to proces.
sors for Processing or alo company
ouwned storages

Dregn

Seed Potato Sourees

The Olherdings purchase ther seed
from a sumber of differens prodisction
arcas. They cut all of their seed, bringing
i a crew in the spring to belp weth the
sk,

They also own and operated a small
sgrain, alfalfa and grass sced salés agency,
marketing seesd coneighbors, The family
sufe-bustaess is a dealesship only. They
dornot grow any of the sead seld. Allen
and Jimn Bott handle the sales

On the farm, Frod supervises most ol
the day-to-day fannmg operanons, while
Allen foguses on the seed cultmg and
stozage side of the busigess and works
with the egew inshe shop dunng the
winler e, The brothers divide up the
ungation duties and work closely
topether on all other aspocts of the
busimess

Because of Allen’s involvement in the
NPC and WSPC, he has, and continues to
tely eavily on Fred to Al in the gaps
whenever hie 15 gone, His leadesship roles
have requered occasional ngs snd hours
of planning st preparstion that have
necessitated Fred's cooperation

. “Tsimply couldn’t do any of this
without Fred's help,” he says. “1m most
H:pn:cu!:w."

Al present, e new NPC president i
planniag the Council's surminer mecting,
to be held in bate June oz early July in
Washingtons State, Also, i the planning
stage 15 the annusal mesting, wiich wall
ke place in January, 2002, in San
Antonie, Texas, Allen wll visithe
nation’s capitol in February, joins

= with

R

other NPC represen-
| tateves to moet with
Togeslative leadens
and others involved
in helping prorect
the mterests of U5,
potitto gros
Having been

heavaly muobved
st e NS
Enviroqmenta
tee for paumirof
Allen says emvironnental stewardship
will continue to be an imponant part of
hie focus. He ds proud of the NPC's
environmenial accon
ing the protection of various chemical
labels considered crstical to the potate
tenclustry.

“There have been no canceliniioss,
other than voluniary ones, where tie

cars,

Sishments, inc

chemical companies have witisdrawn the
labels themselves,” be says "We b
lad to mytagate any of the uses, We're

very proud of these accomphshments.™

on't

Believes in Gond
Environmental Stewardship

coold enyirommental

stewarndship has always been umportant
tor the Olbending brotl
to experiment with dif

s They continue
Tesent proshists and

wiry Fobreary 2001
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ar ivolved moan 1M program. They
use products sesignesd 1o proteed thei
crofs winle having reduced nsk o the
enir

sent

“Our biggest challesiges hive been
chvense and wealher, NI president
Ay e blight, carly blight, aphads,
teal roll and ether challenges negquine
constan vigila You start out witha
Full pie, and every e you minke &
mistake yor losea shice. 1t buportant 1o
slakes s 46 . By te
end of the season you want t have
sometiung Left that can help you cover
YOLT €os

As NPC president, Alen says he
hopes 10 encoutage the Bush Adonnisiza-
tion 10 be Tess demnanding in tei
miterpeetation of the Food Quaiity
Protecsion Act, of conceri o many
owers, The law is pot going 10 5o away,
e says, but hepstully wwill
rot be as agdly nterpreled
The new administmation
shouldd be 2 positive

“The fow restiicts ouw
ability to get back into the
Fichl” e says “lraleo
festicty our post-harest
dates. We've managed e live
with it se far, 1! has ceated
-ullﬂs'llh-.'l.‘l LR HENS (R
azcas, One posilive is tat i3
has forced us to go out and
greessively book at different
chamscal altematives. lnthe
endd, that’s good,

The new NPC pressident
angd his wife, Cheryl, have
three children: Tracr, 24,
soarreed and teaching
at Pasgo High School and
CHC, Kelh, 23 mamed, bving
in Yah
nurses’ tninmg; al
Pasco Hagh Sc

Traci completed the s ug cham
araining program at CHC as her fath
saking them the first Lather-and-doughter
comination on tecord 1o complete the
COurse

Fred hastwo cinliten, Blake, 1402
frestiman at CBC and employed on the
fatan, and Samab, 21, 2 jumor st { £V
L ]

make as few

classes

end wosrolled in
vl Randi, 17, 2 jumor at
wol,

-




Market Stock Market Stock Honoree 2019



Working cows with family
and grandkids over the years.
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