Mid-Columbia Agriculture Hall of Fame Intent to Nominate

Nominee’s Name Sandya R. Kesoju

Mailing Address 2600 N 20" Ave, Pasco WA 99350

Nominee’s Phone __ 509-546-4327  Fax E-Mail __skesoju@columbiabasin.edu
Date of Birth April 17 Birthplace Hyderabad, India

Date of Death (if deceased)

Nominator Name_Anneke Rachinski

Phone 509-542-4436 Fax E-Mail : arachinski@columbiabasin.edu

Family Contact Raja S. Ramoju

Phone 425-679-1121 Fax E-Mail ramojul3@gmail.com




Nomination Package Requirements

1. Cover of Nomination packet (front page)

Name of Nominee — Sandya R. Kesoju

Hi Resolution Photo of Nominee - Attached

The Nominator and relation — Anneke Rachinski, Erin Fishburn, and Melanie Casciato
Date submitted — October 30, 2020

2. Years of Community and Agriculture Service
Please list no more than twenty (20) organizations and services the Nominee has participated in
to enhance our agriculture community. (E.g. commissions, associations, community service,
volunteer activities and events, etc.) '
Participation roles, involvement, and contributions to local community

» Washington State Hay Growers Association

o University/College Advisor
o Scholarship reviewer

e Pacific Northwest Vegetable Association

o University/College Advisor

o Scholarship reviewer
Ag Council Member — myTRI2030 {Tri-Cities Chamber of Commerce)
Member - Pasco Chamber of Commerce
Committee member - Pasco Agriculture Advisory Committee
Committee member - Richland Agriculture Advisory Committee
Committee member - PNW Forage Regional Meeting
Member - Women in Agriculture, Pasco Chapter
Member — American Association of University Women, Tri-Cities
Judge for Mid-Columbia Science and Engineering Fair — Columbia Center Mall, Tri-Cities,
Washington {2015-present)

¢ Judge for Showcase for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities (SURCA) —

Washington State University, Pullman, Washington (2015}
» Judge for high school speaking contests - Prosser High School, Prosser, Washington
(2015}

Local conferences exhibits and presentations {2017-present)

e Eastern WA Ag Expo

e Northwest Hay Expo

e PNW Vegetabhle conference

e Pacific Northwest AGIE

¢ Hermiston Farm Fair

s local field days
Regional and National Organization

¢ Secretary/Treasurer for Western Society of Crop Science (June 2019- June 2021)




Agreed to be an author for developing materials for an International Certified Crop
Adviser Exam (ICCA) study guide

Committee Member — Darrel S. Metcalfe Student Manuscript Contest Committee from
January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2020

Committee Member — Diversity in Agronomy, Craps, Soils, and Environmental Sciences
Committee from January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2018 |

Committee Member — Gerald O. Mott Scholarship Award Committee from January 1,
2016 to December 31, 2017

Committee Member — Weed Science Society of America Graduate Student Award
Subcommittee (2015 - 2018)

Committee Member - Weed Science Society of America Website Committee (2015 -
2018)

Judge on graduate student/oral presentation

Judge — 2020 NAAE Awards Judging Committee

o Outstanding Middle/Secondary Ag Ed Program

o OQutstanding Early Career Teacher
Reviewer - Washington State Hay Growers Association Scholarship 2020
Reviewer — Pacific Northwest Vegetable Association Scholarship 2020
Judge - Student oral presentation for Western Society of Crop Science, July 7-8, 2020.
Judge - Showcase for undergraduate research and creative activities (SURCA) -
Washington State University, Pullman, Washington (2015}
Judge for high school speaking contests - Prosser High School, Prosser, Washington
(2015) _
Judge for Mid-Columbia Science and Engineering Fair — Columbia Center Mall, Tri- Cities,
Washington {2015-2016)

Session Chair/Moderator

General Vegetable Session for Pacific Northwest Vegetable Association Annual Meeting,
November 18-19, 2020

Professional poster presentation session for Western Society of Crop Science, July 7-8,
2020

Student oral presentation session for Western Society of Crop Science, June 25-26, 2019
Organized Western Society of Crop Science Annual Meeting at CBC, June 25-26, 2019
Organized Ag tour to Western Society of Crop Science, June 25, 2019

Events

2020

2019

Guest lecture for Master Gardner, Tri-Cities 2020

Presented about AAUW Grant activities at AAUW-Tri-Cities Board meeting on 21%, 2019
at Clover Island Inn, Kennewick, WA.
Science Activity 8-9t grade Columbia Middle School on June 21, 2019 at CBC, Pasco.



Take your Kids to work on Thursday, May 16%, 2019 at CBC, Pasco

Senior Night on February 5, 2019 at CBC, Pasco

CBC booth setup at High School & Beyond Night Career and Educational Fair on 31%
January, 2019 held at Tri-Tech Skills Center, Kennewick, WA.

GPS, GIS and drone workshop

On-farm field day on September 25, 2018 at CBC Pasco

Pesticide workshop on June 1 and 2, 2018 at CBC, Pasco

Women in AG held at CBC, Pasco WA on October 27, 2018,

PAS Competition held at Columbia Basin Community College, Pasco WA from January
26-27, 2018.

Greenhouse Tour for Kennewick High School Students on 22" March, 2018 at CBC
CBC hooth setup at High School & Beyond Night Career and Educational Fair on 25t
January, 2018 held at Tri-Tech Skills Center, Kennewick, WA.

Speaker — Women in AG held at CBC, Pasco WA on November 18, 2017.
Club Rush — held at CBC Hub Center on Thursday October 12, 2017.

PAS Competition held at Spokane Community College, Spokane, WA from January 26-
27,2017,

Invited Talks and Extension Presentations

Walker, C., and Kesoju, S. 2018. Agricultural careers and apportunities. On-farm field
day held at Columbia Basin College, Pasco, WA on 20" September, 2018.

Sheriff, O., Core, T., Walker, C., Carlson, D., Woodward, W., and Kesoju. S. 2018. Alfalfa
breeding for verticillium wilt. On-farm field day held at Columbia Basin College, Pasco,
WA on 20 September, 2018.

Kesoju, S., Woodward, W., Walker, C., Sheriff, O., and Core, T. 2018. Selectmg chili
peppers for sweetness and habaneros for easy picking and cleaning. On-farm field day
held at Columbia Basin College, Pasco, WA on 20" September, 2018.

Core, T., Sheriff, 0., Walker, C., Woodward, W., and Kesoju. S. Effect of terminal bud
clipping on growth and vield of soybean. On-farm field day held at Columbia Basin
College, Pasco, WA on 20' September, 2018.

Kesoju, S. R. 2018. The influence of the number of cuts on yield and quality of alfalfa.
Mid-Columbia Basin Hay Growers Association/WSU Annual Hay Meeting held at Big
Bend Community College, Moses Lake, Washington, February 15, 2018.

Kesoju, S. R. 2017, Gene flow in genetically madified alfalfa. Idaho Hay and Forage
Conference, Best Western Burley Inn and Convention Center, March 2-3.

Kesoju, S. 2016. Update on RR gene flow research. Northwest Hay Expo, Washington
State Hay Growers Association held at Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick WA
Jan 20-21, 2016.

Kesoju, S. R. 2015. Gene Flow in commercial alfalfa seed fields. Washington alfalfa seed
field day at Touchet Lions Club, Touchet, Walla Walla, June 18%, 2015.



Kesoju, S. 2015, Update on roundup ready gene flow GE fields to non-GE fields.
Washington State Hay Growers Association held at Michael Jay’s, Connell, WA May 5%,
2015,

Kesoju, S. 2015. Update on industry-driven field and landscape research on transgene
dispersal in GE alfalfa. PNW Forage and Extension Specialist Meeting, Columbia Basin
College, Pasco, WA March 20th, 2015.

Kesoju, S. 2015. Roundup ready gene flow in alfalfa. Northwest Hay Expo, Washington
State Hay Growers Association held at Three Rivers Convention Center, Kennewick WA
Jan 14 - 15, 2015,

Kesoju, S. 2015. Industry-driven field and landscape research on transgene dispersal in
genetically engineered alfalfa- an update. 2015 Idaho and Oregon Alfaifa and Clover
Seed Growers Association Winter Meeting held at Hampton 1nn, Nampa ID Jan 13t
2015. -
Kesoju, S. R. 2014. Review of project on round-up ready alfalfa gene flow. Crop and Soil
Science and Horticulture 2014 Statewide graduate student tour at Toppenish, May 23,
2014,

Kesoju, S. R., and Boyle, N. 2014. Gene Flow. Washington alfalfa seed field day at
Touchet Lions Club, Touchet, Walla Walla, June 18, 2014,

Awards/ Recognitions

NAAE Outstanding Postsecondary Agriculture Program Award received on August 5,
2020 from NAAE.

Received “Soar at CBC Award” with $1,000 was awarded on September 11, 2019 from
CBC. .

Received “Emerging Scientist Award” on June 26, 2019 from Western Society of Crop
Science.

Research photo was used as a cover photo for Crop Science Journal Volume 50, issue
July- August 2019.

$300 for Maintaining genetic purity in alfalfa seed fields article from Hay & Forage
Magazine 2019

$300 for Coexisting in a divergent alfalfa seed market article from Hay & Forage
Magazine 2017

Scholarship award for Tilth Producers Annual Conference awarded by Tilth Producers
during November 2015

Travel grant — International Weed Science Society awarded during 25" Asian-Pacific
Weed Science Conference held at Hyderabad India in October 2015

Easton, Dr, Gene and Marlene Scholarship (2012-2013) awarded by College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences, University of Idaho

Easton, Dr. Gene and Marlene Scholarship {(2011-2012) awarded by College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences, University of Idaho

Toevs, John L. & Lois K. Scholarship {2011-2012) awarded by College of Agricultural and
Life Sciences, University of Idaho




Easton, Dr. Gene and Marlene Scholarship (2010-2011) awarded by College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences, University of Idaho '

Outstanding Graduate Student Scholarship (2011) awarded by Western Society of Weed
Science ‘

Gamma Sigma Delta Award (2010) by Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta, University of
Idaho

Gold Medal (2007} awarded by Indian Society of Soil Science at College of Agricultural
Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore, Karnataka, India for research work in M.Sc. at zonal level

V. V. Kumara Sastry Memorial Gold Medal (2007) awarded by Acharya N, G. Ranga
Agricultural University, Hyderabad, India for highest Overall Grade Point



3. Brief Bio of Nominee



Columbia 2
Basin Collé‘e

We All Soar Together

Dear Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame Selection Committee:

It is my pleasure to nominate Dr. Sandya R Kesoju for Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame for Advisor
Award. Sandya was born in Hyderabad, India. Her grandparents are medium size farmers and
grow crops like cotton, dried chili, rice, peanuts, and vegetables. They also grow tree crops such
as mango, neem, and tamarind. Most of the crops are grown for their livelihood while cotton,
red chili, mango, rice, and tamarind are sold in wholesale markets. She did her Bachelors in
Agriculture from India and moved to US for higher education.

Sandya moved to US in January 2008 for her Master’s in Agronomy at Northwest Missouri State
University. She got her Doctorate in Plant Science from University of Idaho in December 2012
and moved to Prosser in January 2013 to work with USDA ARS at WSU’s Irrigated Agriculture
Research and Extension Center (IAREC) as research associate. During her research work with
USDA, she worked with nearly 30 growers from Fresno County California, Canyon County,
Idaho, and Walla Walla County WA. She worked with them closely and assisted them with
alfalfa production issues. Sandya also not only educated growers but also trained interns,
technicians, and Ph.D students.

In January 2017, Sandya moved to Columbia Basin College as Director for Agriculture Education,
Research & Development. | have known her as a peer, colleague and friend for over 3 years. In
a very short time, she has showed her extraordinary skills in educating students about
agriculture and career opportunities available in the Basin not only to CBC students but also to
high school students.

Sandya conducts research, educate students, outreach to agriculture industries, community,
university and K-12 partners; and provide hands-on learning experience to students. She is a
hard-working and self-motivated scientist with an unwavering ability to pursue research and
education projects to completion. She is always willing to offer her assistance to colleagues and
students and has displayed peoples’ skills with students and growers. Sandya trained nearly 15
student interns who are graduated and currently working with the local companies or moved
for higher education. She encourages students to present their research results at local and
national conferences.

In 2018, Sandya received Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame “Cultivating our Future” Grant to
expose local youth to the real world of agriculture and provide them with the opportunity to
learn about agriculture production, technology, research, and careers available in the Columbia
Basin. She contacted community high schools to spread the word about the field day. During
the event, she provided hands-on research demonstrations and discussed the science behind
the agriculture. Students learned about breeding programs, why peppers are hot and how
selecting disease resistant alfalfa varieties and clipping terminal buds produces more growth

2600 N. 20th Ave., Pasco, WA 99301 | 509.542.4436 | columbiabasin.edu



and yield. Overall, the event was successful in broadening student knowledge of the agricultural
industry, and CBC received positive feedback from both students and teachers.

In 2019, we received USDA NIFA HSI Educational Grant where Sandya is the Principal
Investigator for the grant. Her main goal is educate high school students about agriculture and
career opportunities available in the Basin and across the U.S; provide hands on training to
undecided CBC students; summer internships for agriculture students; and professional
development for STEM teachers and instructors.

Sandya provides tours to high school students, develops labs and teaches within the agriculture
program. She put in countless hours helping to create our new Associate of Applied Science
(AAS) degree in Agriculture Production. The degree includes three certificates that students
earn as they work towards the AAS. The certificates are in Crop and Soil, Precision Agriculture
and Hydroponics/Greenhouse Management. Sandya has been actively serving in various
committees and executive boards, which shows her commitment towards service activities for
the greater good of the society. Within a short period at CBC, she has made substantial
contributions to research and education activities and has built a noteworthy record of
achievements towards improving societal challenges of the 21st Century.

Sandya Shout out - Here’s a nice comment left on the KNDU Facebook page from community

@O You and 59 others 6 Comments 15 Shares

. Cynthia Muse
I‘ Like D Comment 2 Beatriz Ramirez
Connie Tucker Smith

hMost Relevant = Jennifer Tonn

Supat Visathep
] Kristi Wedberg Markham

u@ Cynthia Muse Dr. Sandya is running a top notch ag. program and
her research abilities help any students wanting a logical, results
based, hands on, and industry needs education. Women especially
will find opportunity at every turn here, as Dr Sandya is a wonderful
role mode! and is supportive of her students success.

Like - Reply - 2h

e Connie Tucker Smith Awesomel
Like - Reply - 13h

(M)

Relevant is selected, so some comments may have been filtered out

| believe that Sandya has tremendous potential to be a successful researcher in agriculture and
a teacher and mentor to train a new generation of competent work force. In all aspects of her
work, she is organized, efficient and a tireless worker. Sandya is a person of high integrity and
works very well with her colleagues. | am consistently amazed at what she is able to



accomplish. Although we are a community college, the agriculture facilities of Columbia Basin
College combined with Kesoju’ s expertise rivals most university programs.

https://www.vaktrinews.com/cbc-agricultural-program-recognized-as-one-of-the-best-in-the-

west/

Columbia
b  Basin College

For Immediate Release
Contact: Jay Frank, CBC Spokespersen, 509-544-2038, [frank@ columbiabasin.edu

CBC's Agriculture Program Wins Top Award From the National Association of Agricultural Educators

Pasca, Wash. — Columbia Basin Cellege's Agriguitural Program has besn named the “Outstanding Post Secondary
Apriculture Program” in the western United States for 2020. The National Association of Agricultural Educators
[MAAE] will recognize CBC's program in 2 conference tentztively scheduled for this December. CBC took the top
prize for @ region comprised of L0 states in all.

“There zre a lot of colleges that offer 3z, but most don't offer the spsce 2nd the experiences we do," says
Szndya Kesoju, Director for Agriculture Education, Research & Development at CBC. Kesaju believes the NAAE
evaluators recegnized the program'’s degrea options s well 35 the unique festuras of the program liks sight-
=cre research farm and internship model, cur partnership znd service activities in the community. Qutside of the
classroom, studants gzin handstn experience in the greenhouse and st tha farm. Also, the new Caresr Launch
Endrosement and Equipmant grant which we received to expose students to |stest equipment and technalogy
uzed in agriculture also highlights the program.

CBC’s Agricultural Program offers five degree options, including a Bachelor of Applied Science in Applied
Managament with 2 concentration in Agriculturs. All ag students are eligible to apply for CBC Foundation
scholzrships. Many student choase to pursue a Direct Transfer Agreement, which zllows them to complete two

vears of study and then transfer a3 juniers into the ag programs at Eastern Washington University or
Washington State University.

Kesoju encourages mare students to consider the bensfits and carzer oppurtunitizs available with an agriculture
degree. “The Mid-Columbia Basin is highly dominated by agricuiture,” she says. “Industry keeps calling me
lecking for student ta hire. It's mers than picking apples. There is STEM involvad in az. It's about using your
knowledge to make local industry more productive.”

Since Sandya began her service here at CBC, she has been instrumental in upholding her role as
Director of Agriculture Education, Research, & Development by being awarded many grants,
agriculture research projects, and gaining local community and industry respect desiring them
to collaborate with CBC. Because of her extraordinary ability as not an only researcher but also
educator and administrator, CBC has awarded her excellence award, CBC Soar Award, and
nominated her for Tri2030. She deserves recognition via the Agriculture Advisor Award.

Thank you for your consideration of Dr. Sandya R. Kesoju for this prestigious award. Feel free to
reach out to me directly should you have any questions or need more information.

nneke Rachinski



| Columbia™)
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Dear Selection Committee for Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame,

October 13, 2020

| am writing to recommend Dr. Sandya Kesoju for consideration in the 2020 Ag Hall of Fame Advisor
Award. | work closely with Sandya at Columbia Basin College and see the great work she is doing for
agriculture education at CBC and in collaboration with other agencies. Sandya works to ensure that
the college, greater community and especially our students learn about the study of agriculture.

Through my role at CBC | work with Sandya on outreach activities related to agriculture. Sandya has
secured grants as part of her Ag research which have an emphasis on training students with the
science behind agriculture. Sandya works to create meaningful activities that incorporate guest
lectures, presentations and industry professionals to share their experience from a local perspective.
She has partnered with WSU and the USDA to provide comprehensive information at these events
which shows a great ability to collaborate.

In her role as Director of Agriculture Education, Research & Development at CBC, she has been
instrumental in gaining local and community respect for the agriculture programs on campus. With an
active farm on campus, she also oversees the planting, irrigation and harvesting of crops. Much of the
crops are then donated to local organizations including Union Gospel Mission, 2" Harvest and CBC’s
own Food Pantry. Recently, CBC was also able to donate pumpkins to many of the Boys & Girls club
early learning centers to be used for fall activities. With such a bountiful research farm on campus, this
allows CBC to be able to provide back to the community.

With her success at CBC, Sandya has been awarded her an excellence award, CBC Soar Award and
nominated for Tri2030. | consider Sandya to be an excellent researcher, enthusiastic advocate fpr,,the
study of agriculture, and dedicated to contributing to the next-generation of agriculturalists. | hope
you will consider Sandya for this award.

Thank you,
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14 4 i y P
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WAL H0 1)

-

Melanie Casciato

o. ADDRESS 2600 N. 20th Ave. J, PHONE 509.547.05n f'_Q"FWEBSITE columbiabasin.edu



Columbia 2
Basin Coll}gé

We All Soar Together

Dear Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame Selection Committee:

I am pleased to serve as a reference for Dr. Sandya R Kesoju for Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame
for Advisor Award. Sandya serves as the Director for Agriculture Education, Research and
Development at Columbia Basin College. She has developed courses and curriculum for our
Associate Degree in Agriculture Production and has been instrumental in obtaining funding for
our Ag programs, including an impressive Career Launch Equipment Grant.

In 2019, we received AAUW community Action Grant where Sandya is the Principal
Investigator. She is outreaching female students to introduce high school students and
associate degree students (9 to 14) to the variety of resources and opportunities available in
CBC’s Agricultural Program and encourage them to pursue advanced agriculture degrees at
CBC. The project consist of conducting training sessions for one week during summer for 2
years (2019 and 2020) at CBC's research farm and providing access to CBC’s agricultural and
greenhouse facilities. Sandya is working with local school districts to recruit approximately
20 students to participate in the sessions. She and her student workers will educate students
with the research projects, as well as provide participants with hands-on training on field
preparation, planting, transplanting, irrigating, fertilizer application, and agriculture technology.
Information regarding the career opportunities available in our area, the college application
process, and agricultural scholarships will also be provided.

Sandya mentors supervise and guide student interns. She assist students in getting an
internship with agriculture industries in our community. Sandya also outreach to K-12 partners,
Ag industries and developed strong relationship with the Ag industries and growers in our
community.

| know Sandya as an enthusiastic educator who is always looking for ways to improve the
education of agriculture students, develop opportunities for research, promote agriculture
careers in our community, and expand student diversity in the agricultural sciences. Sandya has
reached out to the basic science faculty at CBC to work collaboratively on promotion and
development of STEM pathways and grants. | have observed Sandya’s commitment to our
students first hand. She is an exceptional role model for students of all disciplines and an
advocate for science education and agricultural research at the undergraduate level and
beyond.

Executive Director-Foundation

2600 N, 20th Ave., Pasco, WA 99301 | 509.542.4436 | columbiabasin.edu



4. Attachments (not to exceed ten (10) pages)
Please provide photos, newspaper, and/or magazine clips, individual letters of recognition and
support, special awards, event photos etc.

2018 Mid-Columbia Ag Hall of Fame “Cultivating our Future” Grant
New Horizons Students Attend Ag Field Day at CBC Columbi

Eight students from New Horizons High School got a chance to kearn about some of the carcer opportuaities C(?lla:glg
available in the agricnlture mdustry during Columbia Basin College’s firstever Ag Field Day on Sept. 20,

Funding for the event came from the Mid-Columbia Hall of Fame’s Building rhe Future grant, A600 N3N Ave: bay

mc"m[alwiucwd sms &DmR’m“kajgh Schgulm m.mmciyﬂigh denl_nle For Immediate Release: September 18, 2018
‘it the New Horizons stodents. The students spent the moming working through severel breakout sessions Contact: Anna Tensmeyer, 505,543,145
where they leamed about som: of the ca- - e
'k x g G £ ’ - ocal High School Studants to Attand Ag On-Farm Flald Day at Columbia Basin Collsgs Thanks
reers aud opportunities avatlable in agricul- B { stk to r:nu-cmr:hz: ag Ha]lnl‘F:m: Grant i g
fure, and also got a chance to check out
sowe of the field studies that cument CBC
studeats are undertaing.

“This event was great for our students be-
cmse it made gomng to college feel ke a
reality for them.” says New Horizons Ag
Science teacher Carol Travis. Tt also
broke down some of the stereotypes sur-
rounding agriculture jobs. These kids
leamed that there are a wide variety of job
opporturdties available in the agriculture
industry right here in our commuairy.”

o, WA 90101 509.531.1406 columbiabasin.cdu

One of the

of high schu

Agriculture pragram.

Dr. Kesoju presenting to high school students at Ag Field Day 2018.



AAUW Community Action Grant

AAUTY

Tii Citans IWAY Biansd

SPRING BREAK CAMP
Women in
Agriculture

Aprll 6 to 10 - 8 am to noon - CBC Pasco Campus

NEWSLETTER

Basin College

September 2019

AAUW GRANT WINNER TO SPEAK AT
September branch meting

Dr. Sandya Kesoju will be the featured speaker at
the September 217 branch meeting at the Clover
Island Inn at 11:30 a.m. Dr. Kesoju recentlly re-
ceived 2 $9,940 grant from the AAUW Commuui-

Our Tri Cities Branch 1s the proud sponsor of Dr.
Kesoju's grant application and everyone is en-
couraged to attend the September branch meeting
to support her and to leam more about her
program for girls in our area.

ty Action Program for her project, “Agricultural
Research Needs Young Brainpower: Educating,
Encouraging, and Empowering Female Stu-
dents in fhe Agricultural Sciences™. This spring
ccamyp is designed to increase female interest in ag-
ricultural careers and improve gender equity in the
industry. Dr. Kesoju will serve as the Project Dir-
ector for the fwo year grant which begins tius
summer and will end in June of 2021 at Columbia
Basin College in Pasco.

WSU-TC Welcomes Students

A

griculture
Campus Tour Day

Tech Trek Girls

Attention Teachers! Who:  High School Students
Ars your studants intarsatad in laarming mar ﬂmfm“ﬂ o What: Tour the CBC and WSU Prosser
Agricutioes indsiey Sauches so many pects-of ous v Ag rasearch campus locations
53 much mars than werbing in a fiekd! Wi B s, 2020
Th-;lélz:ﬁm-p? D:;v‘\mwwm&n dantts B:30 amto 3 pm
an Agricul i Teur ore campus,
Inhiming 58 et of the Qreannos ard reveanth Whire  Coltinbin BasE! Coieos & Wl
spacs, provided by CBC piofessor, Or, Sandya Kesoja Aftar Research Facllity (Prosser)
Anch. participants will take & complimentary bus ride tothe

of

Ehéra with WEL professer, D Naidu

Lunch will be provided.

Frocin vt US04 Gare K005 TUD 0

Space s imited. RSVP by January 24, 2020.

the science of impacts all of life? The CBC
Agﬂcudm program is excited to offer a FREE camp for high school women during spring break.
‘You are invited to attend the CBC Women in Agriculture camp funded by an American Association
of University Women (AAUW) grant.

LEARN WITH US THROUGH:
« Hands-on ag - motivated women leaders.
research Nield and with - rrent CBC
+Visits to local agriculture inclustry sites, program.
Inchuding farms and suppliers. E dailyl




Dr. Kesoju hosting campus tour (CBC and WSU) to high school students



Dr. Sandya Kesoju, CBCs Dwactor for Agnculture Education, Research & Development, was recently
swarded a USDA Nouonal | Award number #2019-38422-
30212), which provided fundin s Agncuiture program. She
collabarated with C8C'z Quureach
Day, which took plsce an Sawrday, December 7 an CBC's
he Ag

community and share opuons on funding @ stude

wie of Food and Agriculuure Gras

support outreach efforts for C8

e the funds o host a Parent and Student Field

epartment to

asco campus. During the evenr, CBC

e

able to hightg connes to employment i the

Ituce programs, discu

ducation through work-based learning.

The group of about 10 antendees was able ta get hands on experience pottng ond transplanting

plants. Guest speskers also provided insight on the student experience at CBC both in the

Agriculture program and campus experience wok a

tlarge. Students and then

family members

swareness of

- and posc-event survey to help demons

if the information helped them gai

the agriculture industry. Bazed on the pre- and pest-survey evslua 1ad a0

, 71% participants

agriculn

re background. When

sked if they were willing m pu
£. All of the parocipants fek sgriculturs 12 important to their

e an agricultural career, nearly

57% responded they were willr
community and feel it is imporcant for yo

to lesrn about agriculture.

For the fu

year of the grant, this event was essfulin shaning information snd spresding

awareness for the program and Indusery, There are plans 1o hasc the same event in fall 2020 with

planz to increase event awareness and antendance.

i coharbs00ATIN 4t OF gt

Dr. Kesoju presentiné to pafehté and students at Ag Parent-Student Day 2019.
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On the Cover: Dr. Sandya Kesoju, Jeff Cols
(driving the tractor), and Jesus Prieto harv
alfalfa seed fields along the ficld edges and
between the fields at the Touchet-Gardena
of Walla Walla Valley, Washington. See K«
et al., p. 1701. Photo credit: Michael Major
Trust,

; . &
CBC's Ag Program Featured on Cover of Pay Dirt Mazazine

CBC's Ag program was recently featured in Pay Dirt magazine, g quarterly publication that is read by
nearly 16,000 farmers in the irrigated Columbia Basin. The feature included a cover picture of
Sandya Kesoju, CBC Director for Agriculture Education, Research & Development, and Gregg
Koelzer, CBC's Assistant Director for Farm Operations, as well as a four-page spread featuring CBCs
Agriculture pragram.

We are proud to snnounce that the article is reaching many people as we are getting calls and
messages from the community saying the article was awesome. We hope itwill lead 0 growing
enraliment in this important program. We are thankful to Pay Dirt for emphasizing our
program.

For mare information, contact Ssndya Kesoju st seez
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Awards and Honors

Dr. Sandya Kesoju, winner of the Emerging Scientist Award 2019 with Past President Mark
Marsalis and President Olga Walsh.



Western Saociety of Crop Srience
prescnts the
Emerging Seientist Hward

[

Sandya R. Kesoju

In recognition of ding scholarship, p
and impact a5 an eatly-carcer scicntist.
Presented ar the Western Society of Crop Science
2019 Annual Meeting

June 26, 2019
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CERTIFICATE

of Professional Development

Sandya R. Kesoju

This certificate certifies that 3 heurs of professional
development credit was earned as a member of the national
NAAE Awards Judging Committee.

Qe 1. SmiH July 16, 2020

SIGNATURE DATE
NAAE Assuciale Execulive Direclor







